
 
 

 

 

Minutes 
Reliability Issues Steering Committee 
October 17, 2017 | 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Eastern 
 
Kristin Iwanechko took attendance and verified a quorum with the following Reliability Issues Steering 
Committee (RISC) members on the phone: Peter Brandien, Terry Bilke, Carol Chinn, Tim Eckel, Brian 
Evans-Mongeon, Charles King, Mark McCulla, Brian Murphy, Dave Osburn, Woody Rickerson, Chris Root, 
Herb Schrayshuen, Chris Shepherd, Brian Slocum, and Mike Walker. 
 
Introduction and Chair’s Remarks 
Mr. Brandien welcomed RISC members and observers and reviewed the agenda, noting that the goal of 
the call is to receive enough input from the committee to update the report and post a draft for 
stakeholder comment. 
 
NERC Antitrust Compliance Guidelines and Public Announcement 
Mr. Brandien called attention to the NERC antitrust guidelines in the agenda package. 
 
Agenda Items 

1. August 30-31, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

The August 30-31, 2017, meeting minutes were approved as amended by Ms. Chinn on a motion 
by Mr. Slocum and seconded by Ms. Chinn. 

2. ERO Reliability Risk Priorities Report 

The committee reviewed each section of the redlined report included in the agenda package and 
generally agreed to the proposed edits with the following comments and additional edits. 
 
Chapter 1 

• Keep the descriptions of the High, Medium, and Low risk categorizations as is for this year, 
but change ‘Low’ to ‘Lower’. Consider shifting to new terms in the next report. 

• Wordsmith the last bullet of the summary of the Reliability Leadership Summit to be 
consistent with the language in the preamble. 

• Remove the bulleted comments in the summary of the pulse point interviews, but ensure 
the themes are generally captured in the summary paragraphs. 

• Mr. Brandien will review the risk profiles and identify the most important 
recommendations to include in the ‘Focus Areas and Recommendations from Risk Profiles’ 
section. 
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• Mr. Brandien will update the ‘Themes and Takeaways’ section. The section on spare 
equipment strategy will either be removed or moved to a bullet under resilience.  

 
Chapter 2 

• For the description of extreme physical events, under ‘Risk Groupings’, explain why RISC 
believes the grid has responded well to recent events (e.g., there has not been instability or 
cascading outages) and possibly acknowledge hurricanes being more of a distribution level 
issue. 

 
Chapter 3 

• Review the recommendations to identify any that are well underway and should be 
removed. Removal should not be misinterpreted that actions should not continue. 

• For Risk Profile 2, add ‘operating’ back in to the descriptor and remove recommendation 7. 

• For Risk Profile 4, remove ‘Asset Management’ from the title. Also, review the last 
sentence in the statement of risk and consider deleting, revising, or moving elsewhere in 
the report (potentially to Risk Profile 9). 

• For Risk Profile 5, add ‘compliance’ back to the second descriptor, but change to ‘related 
compliance control strategy.’ 

• For Risk Profile 9, remove the recommendation regarding the credential process. 
 
Mr. Brandien stated that he would work with NERC staff to incorporate revisions based on the 
discussions. The goal is to finalize a first draft to be posted for stakeholder comment the following 
week.  He will reach out to the committee if there are any questions or if additional input is 
needed before posting.  

3. 2017 RISC Schedule 

The 2017 RISC schedule was included in the agenda package for information. 

4. Future Meeting Dates 

a. December 13, 2017 (2:00 – 4:00 p.m. Eastern) – conference call 
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